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manner for the purpose of separating the various new
elements.
The question as to the position of these " elements " in
the periodic system has been much discussed, and up to the
present it is not finally solved. On the other hand, we may
now say that even if our views respecting the connection
between the properties of the elements and their atomic
weights should be modified on account of these newly dis-
covered facts, still the periodic law has rendered excellent
service as an invaluable guide in this obscure region.
Although such unexpected discoveries were thus made,
still they will not exercise any considerable influence upon
chemistry as a whole, since all these elements apparently
resemble argon, and probably do not enter into many com-
pounds. Hence it may be said that these interesting
investigations will probably not prove of great significance
as regards their consequences, and that in this respect they
will fail short of other researches which have not excited
the interest of such wide circles.
I merely recall here the isolation of fluorine by Moissan
in i886,89 and the discovery of nickel carbonyl and allied
compounds by Mond in i890,90 and pass on to consider more
particularly the investigation of the chemistry of nitrogen,
which has made great advances in recent years.
The discovery of hydroxylamine, by Lossen, falls under
review here, although, of course, it took place at a much
earlier date (in i865).01 It has not been referred to
previously, however, since its importance only came to be
recognised gradually, a result to which Victor Meyer's
researches on the oximes02 and their stereo-isomerism9S
materially contributed.
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